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ISP Provides Multi-Jurisdictional Dignitary Protection 
ISP held a Dignitary Protection Training class in 
Springfield during the week of October 20-24, 
2025. Training took place all week; a practi-
cal exercise was held on Friday. Agencies 
attending this class included ISP, Sangamon 
County Sheriff’s Department, Secretary of 
State Police and University of Illinois Spring-
field Police. This class is normally held in Chica-
go; Springfield has not hosted an Advanced 
Dignitary Protection class since 2017. 
On Friday, the class met at the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, assigned participants to their 
roles, and provided the itinerary for the day.  
 
Locations included:  
 
•Illinois State Fairgrounds 
•Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport 

•University of Illinois at Springfield 
•ISP Academy 

•Staab Funeral Home 
•Bella Milano 

•ISP CHQ 
•Abraham Lincoln Museum and Library 

•Illinois State Capitol 
 
This training is a state certified course through 
the Illinois Training and Standards Board.  
The Office of Protective Security provides 
these and other trainings as part of its man-
date of promoting the safety and security of 
state assets and infrastructure. 

mailto:ISP.PIO.1043@illinois.gov


Patients at St. John’s Children’s Hospital Enjoy a Halloween 
Visit from ISP 
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ISP at Trunk or Treats in Metro East  
ISP's Public Safety En-
forcement Group 
(PSEG) and Troop 8 
participated in two 
Trunk or Treat events 
in East St. Louis on Fri-
day.  One was in conjunction with the East St. Louis 
Police Department at their headquarters, the other 
was at New Life Community Church.  Spooky, safe, 
and fun!  
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Red Ribbon Week Speakers Inspire Students  
Troopers inspired students at Gordon Busch Alternative Center in East St. Louis School District 
189 during Red Ribbon Week, sharing powerful messages about making positive choices and staying 
drug- and gun-free.   

Middle and High 
Schoolers Learn 
About Internet 

Safety 

Learning how to 
stay safe online is 
more important 
than ever. On Mon-
day, ISP Trooper Ja-
son Wilson shared 
valuable insights on 
digital safety, priva-
cy, and making 
smart choices with 
middle school and 
high school students 
at Triopia CUSD #27.  

https://www.facebook.com/estl189?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV-WMvVJqDE8AK73nlO5ylXxtLQRv_U78Sij3J1fgMSkaWpDMLOSvTi9dqALXTNc-a9wB0QAJyk7LMrycnRxWpuEi3kcoF6XTnAmm7A4lv7pHVVtZkuKNJqw9e_8l415lkRCUz6acs5_FzQLNtizKs1AS9fo8bN-H-bLg8peK8EZIu8kquer1A6ibJFgtZikrw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063520752858&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVFosWsiJPDe2dweu3YVaBudOuUzc_ePsSJIvuwra97WqsZEfcAlfWmiBKOfa-Ydl3Qtvgm37hgIlN0fl4NGzg0fLNKJk8KXpMRTcV3krpmQL6ooxSZOmwhRJUfnKo5_p6j0itVqCuKwj2v2NaLQxHx84xvc6kgJNhqeWs1KlvpWN42NHs--XEbRy6A


Two ISP Acting Lieutenants Graduate Advanced Training  

After completing 3 

weeks at the Missouri 

Highway Patrol, ISP's 

A/Lt Darcy Gunty 

(PIO) and A/Lt Kyle 

Bocka (DII) graduated 

from Police Leader-

ship: The West Point 

Model.  Missouri 

Highway Patrol Lieu-

tenant Colonel Ahrens 

presented the certifi-

cates of completion.  
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May I Take Your Picture? 

Troop 10 received a random request via 
email.  As part of the request, the subject 
was asking if he could know a Trooper’s 
name based on vehicle information.  Believ-
ing this was a bizarre request, it was investi-
gated further, only to receive the following 
response:  
  
“I'm 12 years old and I do this weird thing 
where I take photos of police cars and post 
them on TikTok because I want to be a cop 
one day. I saw his/her car the other day and 
I wanted to get a picture of it but he/she left 
before I could stop them so I was just 
wanting their name so I could maybe get in 
contact with them to see if we could possi-
bly meet sometime. I've also met multiple 
Troopers throughout Troop 10 and y’all have 
some very nice Troopers.”  
  
So, Troop 10 obliged, and pictured below is Drew Morris with Trooper Charles Payne (#6970).  Drew 
came to Troop 10 HQ with his father, looked at the vehicles in our inventory, asked questions, and re-
ceived a coin.  For those of you who are interested in viewing Drew’s TikTok, it can be found at: 
Code_3_IL.  
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Recruitment Starts at an Early Age 
On November 6, 2025, Lieutenant Jeremy 
Carnes provided an engaging presentation and 
educational introduction on the role of law en-
forcement to a local preschool. 

During the visit, Lt. Carnes spoke with the stu-
dents concerning how police officers keep com-
munities safe and highlighted many of the re-
sponsibilities officers are tasked with each day. 
He demonstrated some of the tools used in the 
field, answered the children’s questions, and 
gave them the opportunity to explore a patrol 
vehicle, an experience that sparked excitement 
and curiosity.  

The visit fostered positive connections between 
law enforcement and the community’s youngest 
members, helping to build trust at an early age. 
Each child left with a small bundle of keepsakes, 
including coloring books, pencils, ISP star stick-
ers, and a traditional ISP cover, making the day 
both memorable and meaningful. 
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ISP DCI Hosted 2025 Leadership Summit in Decatur  
Decatur, IL - The Illinois State Police (ISP) Divi-
sion of Criminal Investigation (DCI) successful-
ly concluded its annual Leadership Summit 
2025, held November 4–6 in Decatur, Illinois. 
The three-day professional development 
event brought together law enforcement lead-
ers, investigators, and subject matter experts 
to discuss critical investigative strategies, 
emerging technologies, and high-profile case 
studies. 

Under the theme of advancing investigative 
excellence, the summit featured presentations 

from guest speakers, including Colonel Robert 
Hodges of the Louisiana State Police, who ad-
dressed lessons learned from the Bourbon 
Street attack, and Retired Captain Dave Atkins 
of the New York State Police, who shared in-
sights on crisis response in his session “One 
Decision Away.” 

Key sessions across the three days included: 

• Day 1 (November 4): Focused on leader-
ship and specialized operations, with 
briefings on the Officer in Charge/Crisis 

Negotiation Team (OIC/CNT) by Captain 
Bret Burris and Intelligence Support Unit 
(ISU) capabilities by Master Sergeant Ran-
dall Copsey and Special Agent Rico Man-
cha. 

• Day 2 (November 5): Explored emerging 
investigative tools, human trafficking en-
forcement, and real-world case reviews. 
The day concluded with intelligence 
briefings on nihilistic violent extremism 
presented by FBI Special Agent Jacob 
Griffin. 

•Day 3 (November 6): Highlighted cutting-
edge technology platforms such as FUSUS, 
CrimePad, and ALPR (Automated License Plate 
Recognition) systems. Attendees also received 
in-depth case reviews on complex investiga-
tions, including homicides, sexual assaults, 
and a U.S. Marshals Service officer-involved 
shooting. 
 
“This summit underscores DCI’s commitment 
to continuous improvement, interagency col-
laboration, and adopting innovative tools to 
combat crime,” said Colonel J.W. Price, Depu-
ty Director of DCI. “The expertise shared over 
these three days strengthens our ability to 
protect Illinois communities.” 

The event fostered collaboration among ISP 
zones, command staff, and federal partners, 
reinforcing intelligence-driven policing and 
investigative best practices. 
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ISP Academy Graduated Eight K9s on October 31  
Six ISP Troopers, an Alton Police officer, a Montgomery County deputy, and 
their K9s graduated from ISP's K9 Academy on Friday, October 31, 2025. 

ISP is proud to welcome these six K9s to the team and congratulates the local 
officers on their completion of the course. 

 Tpr. Beaupre and K9 Kraken (Troop 4) 

Tpr. Fey and K9 Hobbs (Troop 1) 

Tpr. Hunt and K9 Dos (HIT East) 

Tpr. Novak and K9 Dakota (South SAVE) 

Tpr. Parisi and K9 Venom (North SAVE) 

Tpr. Wolfe and K9 Trix (Troop 7) 

Alton PD - Ofc. Lawson and K9 Riggs 

Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office - Dep. Hernandez and K9 Ghost 
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M/Sgt. Dunn Represents ISP at Special Olympics Conference  

The Illinois Delegation of the Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) for Special 
Olympics attended the International LETR conference held in Minneapolis this 
past week. Illinois officers help to fundraise and bring awareness, and our Illi-
nois program was awarded as being the #1 in the world for fundraising for 
our athletes.  

M/Sgt. Amber Dunn is the ISP representative on the Illinois LETR Committee, 
and she shares the message below from the Chair of the Illinois LETR com-
mittee.  

The Illinois State Police has liaisons in several troops and participate in many 
ways including fundraising, Cop on a Rooftop, Texas Roadhouse Tip a Cop 
and the Final Leg Torch Runs throughout the state. 

Torch Run Officers, 
  
On behalf of Dan McIntyre and myself, I wanted to 
reach out and extend a heartfelt “Thank 
You” and “Congratulations” to each of you for your 
extraordinary efforts in raising money and awareness 
for our Special Olympics Illinois athletes through the 
years. Your commitment and dedication is inspiring, 
and the impact of your work cannot be overstated. 
 
I am proud to announce that this past weekend in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota at the International Law En-
forcement Torch Run Conference, the Illinois Torch 
Run program was recognized as the #1 program in 
the WORLD for raising $5.1 million dollars in fiscal 
year 2024. What an amazing feat! I was truly honored 
and humbled to represent our program and accept 
the award on all of your behalf!   
  

Your amazing commitment to our program provides 
life-changing opportunities for our athletes on the 
field, in schools, and throughout their communities. 
Because of your work, thousands of Illinois athletes 
are empowered to compete, grow, and be celebrated 
for their abilities. Tim Shriver said it best during his 
speech when he said the Law Enforcement Torch Run 
allows our athletes to “create their own moments in 
life”. Think about that, that’s one powerful statement. 
  
In closing, I thank each and every one of you for your 
leadership, your generosity, and your continued com-
mitment to the Torch Run mission! You are making a 
difference. 
  
Respectfully, 
Bill Devine 
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Annual State Farm Teen Driver Safety Fair Held in Chicago  

October 20-22, 2025, ISP Troopers participated in State Farm Insurance's annual Teen Driver 
Safety Fair held in Chicago.  This event, commonly called “House of Hope” after a former ven-
ue where the event was held, brings together over 1,000 students from fifteen Chicago area 
high schools, representatives from State Farm, Illinois State Police, and other organizations 
committed to increasing safety among teen drivers. 

Troopers presented information and real-world simulations designed to encourage safe driv-
ing and making good choices behind the wheel.  ISP personnel at the event included Sgt. Jason 
Wilson, Trooper Duane Chappell, Trooper Krystal Holdman, Trooper Ryan Wagand, Trooper 
Shannon Barrea, Trooper Jayme Bufford, Trooper Eric Nieves, Trooper Bill McMahon, Captain 
Alex Diaz, Trooper Woodrow Montgomery, Lt. Juan Valenzuela, Captain Patrick Manno, In-
spector Troy Black, Special Agent Yesenia Contreras, and a few others who stopped by to im-
part their skills or expertise.  
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ISP Squad Car Struck in Peoria County by Hit and Run Driver  

ISP Experiences 13th Move Over Law-Related Crash of 2025 

BARTONVILLE – An Illinois State Police (ISP) squad car was damaged on US-24 at Mendenhall Road in 
Peoria County when it was sideswiped by another vehicle during a traffic stop. 

On November 3, 2025, at approximately 7:24 p.m., an ISP Trooper was pulled over on the right shoul-
der of US-24 near Mendenhall Road with their emergency lights activated for a traffic stop.  A black 
Ford Escape failed to move over and struck the driver’s side mirror of the Trooper’s squad car, re-
sulting in minor damage. The Trooper was outside of the squad car at the time of the crash and report-
ed no injuries. The Ford Escape fled the scene. The investigation is ongoing. 

In 2025, ISP has now suffered 13 Move Over Law-related crashes. In 2024, ISP suffered 27 Move Over 
Law-related crashes with 12 Troopers injured and one death. In 2023, ISP had 21 Move Over Law-
related crashes with seven Troopers injured. ISP reminds the public the Move Over Law, also known as 
“Scott’s Law” in Illinois, requires all drivers to move over when approaching an emergency vehicle or 
any vehicle with its emergency or hazard lights activated.    
  
A person who violates the Move Over Law faces a fine of no less than $250 and no more than $10,000 
for a first offense. If the violation results in injury to another person, the violator’s driver’s license will 
be suspended for a mandatory period of anywhere between six months and two years. Additional in-
formation about ISP related crashes can be found at the following link: https://isp.maps.arcgis.com/
apps/dashboards/340d57cd956c453da2de25af804c268d. 

  

CHICAGO – Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation Zone 1 Special Agents 
arrested 29-year-old Bowen Zhang of Chicago, IL for one count of Attempted Murder (Class X) 
and one count of Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm (Class 1 Felony) related to a road rage ex-
pressway shooting on the Stevenson Expressway. 

 On November 5, 2025, ISP Troopers received a delayed report of an expressway shooting that 
occurred on I-55 northbound north of California Avenue. A road rage incident occurred, and 
the driver of the suspect vehicle fired a weapon at the victim’s vehicle, striking it multiple 
times. The victim was uninjured and reported the incident later in the day. 

 ISP Special Agents conducted a thorough investigation and identified the suspect vehicle and 
suspected shooter, Zhang, within 24-hours. On November 6, 2025, Special Agents located 
Zhang and took him into custody without incident. 

 ISP Special Agents presented their case to the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office and the 
above-mentioned charges were filed. Zhang was held pending his first court hearing. There is 
no further information available at this time. 

ISP Arrests Chicago Man for Road Rage Ex-
pressway Shooting Less than 24-Hours After 
Receiving the Report  

https://isp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/340d57cd956c453da2de25af804c268d
https://isp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/340d57cd956c453da2de25af804c268d
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Happy Retirement, K9 Max!  

The Special Operations Group (SOG) 
Statewide Anti-Violence Enforcement (SAVE) 
South Team congratulates K9 Max on his re-
tirement effective October 31, 2025. 

K9 Max is recognized for seven years of dedi-
cated service with the Illinois State Police, 
Troop 8, and South SAVE.  

A loyal partner to Special Agent Don Cary and 
Trooper Ethan Hanrahan, K9 
Max served as a full-service ca-
nine skilled in narcotics detec-
tion, tracking, and criminal ap-
prehension, and was a member 

of a U.S. 
Marshals 
Fugitive 
Task 
Force. His 
career 
includes assisting in 182 U.S. Marshal war-
rants, 14 bite and 53 no-bite apprehensions, 
93 firearm recoveries, the seizure of over 
$545,000 of U.S. currency, and 2,000 pounds 
of illegal narcotics.  

K9 Max now enjoys a well-earned retirement! 

Today, we honor and celebrate the outstand-
ing service of Canine Max, who has not only 
been a loyal partner to his handlers Special 
Agent Don Cary and Trooper Ethan Hanra-
han, but has also served the Illinois State Po-
lice, Troop 8, South SAVE, and his community 
with unparalleled courage and dedication. 
 
For 7 years, Max has been on the front lines, 
tirelessly working alongside our Troopers to 
keep the streets safe. During their time on pa-
trol, Canine Max and his handlers exemplified 
exceptional dedication to duty and together 
had formed extraordinary partnerships. Ca-
nine Max completed the 10-week basic canine 
training course and began his career in the 
spring of 2018 in Troop 8. He quickly became 
an integral part of the south SAVE Team. Ca-
nine Max retired as a full-service canine, profi-
cient in narcotic odor detection, tracking, arti-
cle searches, and criminal apprehension. 
 
 For many years, Max participated in an inter-
agency fugitive task force with the United 

State Marshalls Service. He enhanced com-
munity safety and security using complex 
criminal investigations to locate and appre-
hend federal and egregiously violent state and 
local fugitives from the Metro East. 
  
Their loyalty, skill, and commitment are things 
we can all look up to. Canine Max’s career 
highlights include assisting in serving 182 
United States Marshalls Service warrants, 14 
bite apprehensions, 53 no bite apprehensions, 
77 tracks for fleeing offenders, 93 illegal fire-
arms recovered, assisting in the seizure of 
approximately 545 thousand dollars in illicit 
U.S. Currency, and over 2,000 pounds in ille-
gal narcotics including fentanyl, methampheta-
mine, cocaine, crack cocaine, heroin, and ma-
rijuana. 
  
As we retire Max from active service, we re-
flect on the sacrifices made, the challenges 
faced, and the victories achieved. Max can 
enjoy a well-deserved rest and the comfort of 
life knowing that he’s truly made a difference. 

Graduate of Canine Class 77 (2018) with S/A. Don Cary 
#6454 

Assigned to Tpr. Ethan Hanrahan #7110 in 2022 
Retired October 31, 2025 
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Illinois Goes from "F" to "A" on Support for 
Survivors of Human Trafficking  

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois State Police (ISP) is an-
nouncing Illinois has gone from an “F” on the 
Shared Hope International Just Like Me Report 
Cards to an “A” due to the recent passage of 
the Illinois Statewide Trauma-Informed Response 
to Human Trafficking Act. Illinois is one of only 
three states to receive an “A” grade.  The Just Like 
Me Report Cards grade states based on a Top Ten 
list of laws focused on human trafficking survivors 
and addressing its lasting impacts.  Illinois is now 
ranked second in the nation for its policies sur-
rounding human trafficking survivors. 

 “Illinois is now among the leading states in the 
fight against human trafficking, and this new ‘A’ 
ranking from Shared Hope International repre-
sents my administration’s enduring commitment 
to keeping all Illinoisans safe,” said Governor JB 
Pritzker.  “This year, I proudly signed pivotal legis-
lation that established a coordinated, multi-
agency effort to better support survivors of human 
trafficking. Using trauma-informed strategies to 
identify and support survivors across Illinois, these 
imperative measures are helping us protect and 
empower our most vulnerable.” 
  
Earlier this year, the Illinois General Assembly 
passed and Governor Pritzker signed Senate Bill 
2323, the Illinois Statewide Trauma-Informed Re-
sponse to Human Traffic Act (Act), to provide con-
sistency in the state’s response by creating a uni-
form service response, policies, agency infrastruc-
ture, screening tools, training, and proto-
cols.  Much of the act focused on survivors.   

 “Supporting people who have been trafficked, a 
modern day form of slavery, is a moral imperative 
that requires a comprehensive framework involv-
ing coordination between public and private part-
ners,” said ISP Director and Joint Human Traffick-
ing Work Group Chair Brendan F. Kelly.  “By sup-
porting survivors, law enforcement can be more 
effective in going after traffickers using the infor-

mation and knowledge survivors are now more 
comfortable sharing with law enforcement, know-
ing that resources are available to build a new 
life.” 
  
The groundwork for the Act was laid by the ISP 
and Illinois Department of Human Services led 
Joint Human Trafficking Working Group – an ad 
hoc working group comprised of several State 
agencies, the Office of the Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral, the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and 
Standards Board, the Office of the State’s Attor-
neys Appellate Prosecutor, and more than 60 
stakeholders representing human trafficking, do-
mestic violence, and sexual assault advocacy or-
ganizations, survivors, local law enforcement, 
prosecutors, and courts, as well as medical, sub-
stance use disorder, and behavioral health provid-
ers.  
   
“This progress reflects the power of community – 
survivors, advocates, and public servants coming 
together to build systems rooted in dignity and 
care,” said Secretary of the Illinois Department of 
Human Services and Joint Human Trafficking 
Working Group Co-Chair , Dulce M. Quintero.  “At 
IDHS, we know healing doesn’t happen in isolation 
–  it grows from connection, from being seen, and 
from having access to support that honors each 
person’s experience. This Act strengthens our 
shared capacity to respond with humanity and 
purpose.” 
  
The first step to supporting survivors is identifying 
them.  The Act calls for expanded screening 
of  those in the State’s care (Department of Chil-
dren and Family Services, juvenile justice, correc-
tions) to identify individuals who are being 
trafficked.  The Act also mandates training for 
state inspectors, investigators, and regulators on 
signs of human trafficking in industries at high risk 
for trafficking, such as restaurants, hotel, agricul-
ture, construction, and educational materials on 

Illinois Ranks Second In The Nation For Human Trafficking Survivor Laws 

https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/
https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/
https://www.ilga.gov/documents/legislation/104/SB/PDF/10400SB2323enr.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/documents/legislation/104/SB/PDF/10400SB2323enr.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/documents/legislation/104/SB/PDF/10400SB2323enr.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/documents/legislation/104/SB/PDF/10400SB2323enr.pdf
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the rights of youth workers.  To help law enforcement identify those being trafficked, the Act requires 
the development of law enforcement curriculum standards and policy guidelines for  
human trafficking detection, investigation, and response. 
  
Once identified, providing support services to help survivors of human trafficking through a trauma-
informed process is essential to promoting recovery, empowerment, and reintegration into socie-
ty.  Collaboration among law enforcement, social workers, the legal system, state agencies, healthcare 
providers, and community organizations strengthens the network of protection and resources available 
to victims.  The Act includes specific provisions to support those who have been trafficked. 
  

•Coordinates several state agencies through a single statewide plan to identify and respond to survi-
vors. 

•  
•Creates standards of care for human trafficking service providers. 

•  

•Develops curriculum standards and training for human trafficking and other service providers. 

•  
•Calls for collaboration with medical and legal associations to provide training for their members work-
ing with survivors. 

•  

•Requires Children’s Advocacy Centers adopt multidisciplinary team human trafficking task force proto-
cols and facilitate training, standards, and collaboration to ensure a coordinated response to trafficked 
children. 

•  
  
In alignment with the Act, ISP, partnering with local law enforcement and private partners, recently 
created the Illinois Trafficking Enforcement Group (ITEG) to take its work in combating human traffick-
ing to the next level.   Similar to the nine ISP Metropolitan Enforcement Groups and 13 Multi-
Jurisdictional Drug Task Forces created to combat drug trafficking, ITEG consists of local and state part-
ners focused on fighting human trafficking, while also working with community groups and health or-
ganizations to provide trauma-informed support services to individuals who have been trafficked.  
  
Every year, millions of men, women, and children are victims of trafficking worldwide, including in the 
United States and in Illinois.  The signs of human trafficking can be subtle.  To learn more, vis-
it Recognizing the Signs | National Human Trafficking Hotline.  If you suspect human trafficking, contact 
the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or text *233733.  For more information vis-
it www.humantraffickinghotline.org.  You can also email ISP.CrimeTips@illinois.gov.   

Illinois Goes from "F" to "A" on Support for 
Survivors of Human Trafficking, continued 

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-trafficking/recognizing-signs
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-trafficking/recognizing-signs
mailto:ISP.Crime.Tips@illinois.gov
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In Memoriam:  K-9 Roman 
With great love and sadness, we announce 
the passing of K9 Roman, the intrepid partner 
of Master Sergeant Sean Veryzer.  Roman 
passed on November 6, 2025, surrounded by 
the Veryzer family and his ISP sisters and 
brothers after battling terminal illness.  Ro-
man retired in October of 2024 after an ex-
ceptional career.  

 Master Sergeant Sean Veryzer and Roman 
have exemplified dedication to duty and to-
gether have formed an extraordinary partner-
ship.  Roman began his career in the Spring of 
2013 as a full-service canine - proficient in 
narcotic odor detection, tracking, article 
searches, and criminal apprehension. Initially 
assigned to what is now Troop 2, Roman 
quickly became an integral component of the 
northern Highway Interdiction Team through 
his tenacity and tradecraft, enhanced by the 
skilled handling of Master Sergeant Veryzer.   

 Throughout his career, Master Sergeant 
Veryzer and Roman worked collaboratively 
with numerous state, county, local, and feder-
al agencies. Together, they worked to exploit 
the vulnerabilities in drug networks and 
trafficking organizations through coordinated 
interdiction efforts on strategic roadways 
throughout Illinois.  The strength of this part-
nership established a crippling effect on indi-

viduals and criminal 
organizations traffick-
ing illicit narcotics and 
currency through our 
state.  Throughout 
their partnership, Ro-
man was instrumental 
to the seizure of 
11,820 pounds of can-
nabis, 314 kilos of co-
caine, 157 kilos of her-
oin, 267 pounds of 
methamphetamine, 
13 criminal apprehensions and the seizure of 
over $5,000,000 in illicit USC.  Moreover, 
Master Sergeant Veryzer and Roman consist-
ently engaged with the community through 
demonstrations at schools and civic events, 
showcasing the capabilities of a well-trained 
K9 team.  Their efforts extended to drug 
searches, school searches, and building 
searches, impacting multiple facets of public 
safety, and showcasing the diversity and pro-
fessionalism of 
ISP.  K9 Roman 
made his final con-
traband seizure just 
days prior to retir-
ing - recovering 20 
kilos of cocaine 
during a traffic stop 
on September 23, 
2024.   

 Roman was a loyal 
partner and loving family member to Master 
Sergeant Veryzer and the Veryzer family and a 
dedicated asset to the ISP.  Although he will 
be missed, the dedication and hard work of 
Master Sergeant Veryzer and Roman are me-
morialized through the Illinois State Police Ca-
nine Section and the established high stand-
ard for K9 partnerships everywhere. 
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In Memoriam:  ret. M/Sgt. Eric Lynn Hall 

Eric Lynn Hall, 59, of Tonti-
town, AR, originally of Tay-
lorville, IL, passed away 
Wednesday, October 29, 
2025. 
  
He was born June 30, 
1966, in Taylorville, IL, the 
son of Robert and Lynda 

(Kevie) Hall. 
  
On November 25th, 1988, Eric married the love 
of his life, Angie Marie Coplea and she survives. 
Eric served the State of Illinois for 25 years as an 

Illinois State Police Officer. Prior to joining the 
Illinois State Police, he served the communities 
of Auburn, IL and Stonington, IL as a police 
officer. He retired from the Illinois State Police as 
a Master Sergeant and served as a respected 
leader for many years leading many initiatives 
and investigations throughout his career. 
  
Full obituary:  
https://www.backstrom-pyeatte.com/
obituaries/eric-hall?
ttm_pid=210203735&ttm_affiliate=legacypro&tt
m_affiliatetype=standard&ttm_campaign=legacy 

In Memoriam:  ret. retired TC Lawrence 
"Larry" Woerner Hebron  
Lawrence “Larry” Woerner Hebron, age 85, of Fari-
na, Illinois passed away on Tuesday, November 4, 
2025 at HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial Hospital in 
Effingham, Illinois. 

 Funeral service will be held Saturday, November 8, 
at 11 a.m. at Kinmundy United Methodist Church 
with a two-hour visitation prior to the service. Mi-
chael Rudzinski will be officiating. Interment will be 
at Farina Cemetery. Memorials may go to Cum-
mingham Children’s Home, Urbana, IL or Leslie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St. Louis 
or donor’s choice. Online condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.pagelfuneralhome.com. 

 Larry was born on August 11, 1940 in Farina, Illi-
nois, son of Howard and Frances (Woerner) Heb-
ron. He married Patsy Wagoner on January 8, 1961 
in Edgewood, IL. He enjoyed woodworking, singing 
in the choir, motorcycling, square dancing, and 
continued the family farming. He achieved his goal 
of obtaining his pilot license. He was a retired tele-
communicator for the Illinois State Police District 
12. His greatest joy of all was spending time with 
his family. 

 He is survived by wife, Patsy, son: Lawrence Heb-
ron II (Ruth) of Farina; daughters: Katrina (Heinz) 

Hebron-Goerke, Christine 
Hebron both of Farina; 
brother: Tom (Caroline) 
Hebron of Tolono; sister-in-
law, Joanne Hebron of Ten-
nessee; grandchildren: 
Hannah Goerke, Lacie (Brian) Livingston, Dr. Jamie 
(Antoine) Kennedy, Cody (Sarah) Richardson, Kate-
lyn (Derek) Chancy, Frances “Hal”(Nick Yamamoto) 
Hebron, Kara Shimboff, Chris (Amanda) Shimboff 
III, Tony (Khristian)Shimboff; great-grandchildren: 
Mariah and Landon Livingston, Antoine, Ava, Ay-
den, Averiee, Axeston, Azerick Kennedy; Millie, 
Emily, Walker, Rylee Richardson; Meredith and 
Camden Chancy; Ethan (Shaylen) White, Kaley 
Ramsey Chris (Alexis) Shimboff IIII, Theodore Shim-
boff, Jasper Shimboff, Anthian Shimboff, Zephaniah 
(Lexi) Shimboff, and Jhami Shimboff; great-great 
grandchildren: Nicholas Shimboff, Ellie and Adeline 
White. And his beloved dog, Macy. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents, Howard 
and Frances Hebron; brother, John Hebron. 

 https://www.thexradio.com/news/obits/22299-
lawrence-larry-woerner-hebron-85-of-farina/ 
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